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“You know I took acting, then 
I dropped it?” one student asked her 
friends as she walked past Hugh 
Gillis Hall, Room 226, the home 
of a beginning acting class taught 
by Laura Long. “I couldn’t do it. 
I couldn’t do it.”
Faisal Omar, a sophomore aviation 
major, said he took the class because 
he knew it was going to be fun. 
“You shouldn’t get nervous 
when you’re acting,” he said. “It’s 
an easy class.” 
Long, who said she has been 
teaching the class for 11 years, said 
she has taught people who start out 
terrifi ed of standing in front of any-
one, including one of the students 
who performed Wednesday.
“She would shake uncontrollably 
she was so nervous,” Long said. “She 
was lively and delightful today.
“Whether she goes to entertain-
ment or not,” Long added, “I think 
she’s more grounded and represent-
ing herself and her ideas.”
Long said students have switched 
majors after taking her class.
“They decided that the engineer-
ing degree their dad wanted them 
to have was really not the way they 
wanted to go,” Long said.
Some students said they learned 
to have more self-confi dence.
“You learn how to not hold back 
and just let everything out,” said 
Jonathan Churchwell, a mechanical 
engineering major. “You can get the 
difference between acting and actu-
ally becoming the character.”
Rachael Sylvis, a freshman art 
major, agreed.
“It’s a big confi dence builder,” 
she said. “It’s nerve wracking, but 
after a while you get used to it.”
One student said his adviser told 
him the class would help him learn 
about himself.
“I learned I’m not trying be an 
actor,” said Andres Vargas, an unde-
clared freshman. “It makes you fi nd 
your identity when you have to play 
the role of other identities.”
Bernita Dillard, a junior busi-
ness administration major, said she 
had previous acting experience and 
didn’t learn much more than she 
already knew.
“It’s because I’m a natural 
performer,” she said. “I’ve been 
performing since I was young.”
She said, however, that she would 
recommend the class to shy people.
“There were defi nitely quite a 
few shy people, and I defi nitely 
think they opened up,” Dillard said. 
“I don’t know if they blossomed 
to their fullest potential within the 
class, but I defi nitely feel from be-
ginning to the end, I saw a difference 
in how they performed.”
Others with previous experience 
said they learned something new.
“It got more complex than stuff I 
ever did in high school,” said Bran-
don Roos, a junior English major. 
“I thought it really took my acting a 
step further.”
Long said the beginning acting 
class starts with improvisation tech-
niques, then three performance as-
signments to build students’ skills 
in acting.
“It helps you appreciate movies 
more,” said Mark Lahlouh, a sopho-
more mechanical engineering major, 
“and appreciate what actors have to 
go through.”
Long said the class satisfi es stu-
dents’ humanities general education 
requirement.
“Everyone not only got to know 
each other and stuff, it just had a 
different vibe from regular class-
es,” said Jason Moore, a junior 
English major. “It was more person-
al, I think.”
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INSIDE ZERO WINS 
FOR ZITO
The winless Giants’ ace doesn’t 
have too much going for him, 
other than too much money.
See SPORTS, page 3
DEAR FUTURE
SJSU PRESIDENT
A laundry list of recommendations 
for the next head of offi ce, courtesy 
of a concerned fi fth-year Spartan.
See OPINION, page 7
Beginning actors get a taste of the jitters
‘ You learn how to not hold back and just let everything out,’ student says
Megan Smith, a second year health science major, and Lexie Loya, 
a ﬁ rst year ﬁ lm major, work on a scene from the movie Cruel 
Intentions on Wednesday. 
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Prez 
hopeful
speaks to 
campus 
Eduardo Ochoa is the only SJSU 
presidential candidate out of the 
three fi nalists with experience in the 
California State University system. 
He currently serves as provost and 
vice president of academic affairs at 
Sonoma State University.
Sonoma State President Ruben 
Arminana said Ochoa is “very de-
pendable.”
“He is a good academic leader 
who is very committed to the mis-
sion of the CSU of access, excel-
lence and affordability,” Armi-
nana said. “He is a very bright and 
thoughtful individual who is highly 
analytical and works very hard.”
Arminana, who is also a member 
of the Advisory Committee for the 
Selection of the President, said he 
has enjoyed his frequent conversa-
tions with Ochoa on topics ranging 
from academic values and politics 
to fi lm and food.
At Sonoma State, Ochoa has 
been an active member of the CSU 
system’s Academic Council, ac-
cording to his curriculum vitae. 
He was also a part of an ongoing 
effort to reform the general edu-
cation program at the university.
Ochoa’s CSU experiences go 
back long before he started at So-
noma State in 2003. Ochoa was the 
dean of the College of Business 
Administration at Cal Poly Pomona 
before he moved to Sonoma State.
Stanley Abraham, a professor in 
the College of Business Administra-
tion at Cal Poly Pomona, worked with 
Ochoa while he was at the university.
“I thought he was very personable, 
For the second day in a row, the 
Engineering Auditorium was fi lled to 
its back walls for the introduction of 
an SJSU presidential candidate, Jon 
Whitmore. His speech was the second 
of three that have occurred this week, 
already having Elizabeth Grobsmith 
on campus Tuesday.
Whitmore didn’t have a formal 
statement prepared but began the 
open forum by sharing his adminis-
trative philosophy.
“My philosophy of administration 
is to put people fi rst, to make sure you 
have quality faculty and quality stu-
dents interacting in the classrooms, 
the laboratories, on campus and out-
side of the classroom in order to have 
a full educational experience,” Whit-
more said to an audience that includ-
ed an “overfl ow” room where some 
watched on a television.
He spent about an hour in the open 
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Jon Whitmore listens to Dominique van Hooﬀ , chair of the department of foreign languages, as 
she speaks of what needs to be done for SJSU.
Presidential experience separates Whitmore
Jon Whitmore, an SJSU presidential candidate sport-
ed the university’s colors on his tie and stood in the mid-
dle of the stage ready for questions during a public forum 
in the Engineering Auditorium on Wednesday.
Whitmore separated himself from another candi-
date, Elizabeth Grobsmith, in his stance on SJSU Presi-
dent Kassing’s suspension of blood drives on campus. 
While Grobsmith talked about possibly reversing the 
suspension, Whitmore said he has no plans to overturn 
Kassing’s decision because he feels it’s in line with the 
university’s values.
This came as somewhat of a surprise at fi rst since 
Whitmore last worked in Texas, a conservative state. 
In retrospect, however, his reasoning for supporting the 
suspension fi ts with strict, uncompromising values. 
SJSU supporters of the blood drive suspension can 
only hope Whitmore is a man of his word lest the uni-
versity’s nondiscrimination policy be reduced to a bunch 
of words.
Since 2003, Whitmore has been serving as president 
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Budget, diversity, 
sports brought up  Public forum with Eduardo Ochoa at the Engineering Auditorium today at 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Sonoma State 
provost to speak
Eduardo Ochoa rounds out 
presidential candidate forums
COMMENTARY
PRESIDENT SEARCH: DAY 3
Women’s basketball adds
four new recruits
See SPORTS, page 3See STUDENT CULTURE, 
page 5
Find the perfect  
     Mother’s Day
        gifts.
Check out 
thespartandaily.com 
on Friday and Monday’s edition 
for news coverage and commentary 
about Eduardo Ochoa’s visit to SJSU.
Financial aid advocates and 
Katrina relief group recognized
Out of SJSU’s 251 registered stu-
dent organizations and clubs, two 
were recognized for their accom-
plishments at SJSU’s second annual 
Student Organization Recognition 
Banquet on Wednesday, April 30. 
SJSU’s Student Advocates for High-
er Education and Gulf Coast Civic 
Works Project were both named Stu-
dent Organization of the Year. 
Cesar Juarez, a community liaison 
for Student Advocates, said the mission 
of the group was to promote higher 
education for undocumented students 
who are ineligible for 
government aid to pay 
for their education. 
Cesar’s brother, 
Eddie Juarez, a se-
nior animation major 
and member of the 
group since 2003, 
said he was an un-
documented student 
at SJSU and his in-
volvement came from the personal 
struggles that accompanied exclu-
sion from government aid. 
“I’ve been going to San Jose State 
since 2002,” he said, “and I’ve been 
paying cash. I can’t get no fi nancial 
aid. I can’t get no student loans. I’m 
paying cash. That’s just hard work 
right there.”
According to the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996, federal law 
prohibits Eddie and other undocu-
mented students from receiving fi -
nancial aid for college in all states 
except for 10, including California. 
These 10 states can pay for in-state 
tuition for undocumented students 
who attend high school in that state 
for three or more years. 
Eddie said despite the level of 
involvement from the group’s mem-
bers, the majority of the members are 
not undocumented students who do 
not share his struggles. 
“It’s good because they have a 
voice,” he said. “Since they are legal, 
they can vote. We cannot vote.” 
Throughout his time with the 
group, Cesar said they won several 
awards, the latest being SJSU’s award 
for Student Organization of the Year. 
Previous awards have included the 
Santa Clara County Human Relations 
Award, an award from the National 
Association of Chicana and Chicano 
Studies and recognition from the of-
fi ce of Congressman 
Mike Honda. 
Cesar said the 
group is also slated 
to receive an award 
from the Immigra-
tion Legal Resource 
Center in San Fran-
cisco next week. 
With all of these 
awards, Cesar said 
he was still appreciative of being 
honored by SJSU. 
“We’re proud of the San Jose State 
award because that means we are be-
ing recognized by our university, 
which is always helpful,” he said.
Cesar said some of the activities and 
accomplishments that put the club in 
the running for such awards included 
various forums, lobbying to pass the 
DREAM Act, marches in San Fran-
cisco and visits to local high schools 
to educate undocumented students on 
their rights to higher education. 
Another endeavor Cesar said he 
attempted this semester was to get 
SJSU President Don Kassing to write 
an editorial in the San Jose Mercury 
By BRIANA HERNANDEZ
Senior Staff  Writer
See CLUBS, page 2
”
We don’t see us stop-
ping until we achieve 
our dreams.
CESAR JUAREZ
community liaison for 
Student Advocates
“
Follow the final candidate’s visit to campus
 online at thespartandaily.com
LIVE TODAY: 10:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
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EVENT CALENDAR
Today
Free lunch every Thursday for 
San Jose Students
The San Jose Institute of Religion 
sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (LDS) invites you to 
lunch every Thursday. 
12 p.m. at 66 S. 7th Street.
Contact: sanjoseca@ldsces.org, 286-
3313, www.ldsces.org/sanjose
Vocal Recital “Student Showcase”
Spanish songs of Spain, Mexico and 
Latin America. Vocal studio of Professor 
Joseph Frank.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. at the Music Building 
Concert Hall
Contact: Joan Stubbe, 924-4649, 
jstubbe@email.sjsu.edu
Chef Ramon’s Talking Blues
Presented by 90.5 FM KSJS and The 
Associated Students of SJSU. Featuring 
live musical performances by Rene Solis, 
drummer Michael L. Jiggits, keyboardist 
Dave Gorges, and bassist Paul Logan. 
Special guests include J.C. Smoth, Lara 
Price, Laura Chavez, Gary Smith, Jake 
Mackey, Maxx Cabello Jr., Willie Roland 
and more! Tickets are $15
5:30 p.m. at the San Jose Improv
Contact: (408) 280-7475, (408) 924-4531
SJSU Student Film Festival
Hosted by the Film Production Society, 
the festival will showcase all types of 
short fi lms produced by students.
7 p.m. at the University Theatre at 5th 
and San Fernando Streets
Contact: Andrew Hellesen, hellesen7@
yahoo.com
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has weekly 
Bible studies on Thursdays.
7 p.m. at the Student Union Costanoan 
Room
Contact: Justin Foon, 415-786-9873, 
jfoon1@yahoo.com 
Tomorrow
Counseling Services’ Help Me! I 
Have Test Anxiety!
Have you ever gone into a test well 
prepared and then when you sat down, 
you couldn’t remember a thing? Does 
your heart start to race like a wild horse 
and your palms start to sweat? Then you 
may have test anxiety. Test anxiety is 
normal, but you can control it. Spend 60 
minutes of your time, play Tic Tac Testing, 
and make the test taking experience 
more pleasant.
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Administration 
Building Room 269
Contact: Deanna Peck, (408) 924-5910, 
cs0035@email.sjsu.edu
The Guru Nanak Heritage Instute 
for Punjabi Studies
The Punjabi Studies Funding Support 
in conjunction with the SJSU College 
of Humanities and Ars amd te Offi  ce of 
University Advancement are holding a 
gala dinner event celebrating the es-
tablishment of the Guru Nanek Heritage 
Institute for Punjabi Studies.
6:30 to 10 p.m. at Rosewater Hall, 1180 
Murphy Ave., San Jose.
Contact: Sharan Kaur, (831) 840-2819
 Saturday
Sept 11, Blue Print for Truth The 
Architecture of Destruction
Presented by MOSAIC, the Cesar Chavez 
Center.
12 to 4 p.m. at the Engineering Audito-
rium.
Contact: (408) 482-0371, gvillagran@
casa.sjsu.edu
Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff  mem-
bers. Th e deadline for entries is noon, three working days before the desired 
publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries 
are printed in the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at 
thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.
CORRECTION
Wednesday’s article “Penalties on Athletics 
upheld by NCAA” incorrectly stated that an NCAA 
decision to lay penalties on the SJSU athletics 
program occurred in 2007, when it should have 
stated that the decision was made in 2008.
CLUBS Group sets goals
News in support of the DREAM Act. 
Kassing has yet to act on the request, 
Cesar said. 
Both Cesar and Eddie said their 
group had many plans for the future, 
including an educator’s conference 
to inform administrators on how to 
advise undocumented students. 
“We don’t see us stopping until 
we achieve our dream,” Cesar said. 
Another group making strives to 
change government policy is actually 
the fi rst SJSU student organization to 
introduce legislation into Congress, 
said Scott Myers-Lipton, SJSU pro-
fessor and founder of SJSU’s Gulf 
Coast Civic Works Project, which was 
also awarded SJSU’s Student Organi-
zation of the Year alongside Student 
Advocates for Higher Education. 
Myers-Lipton said his group had 
a successful year with their introduc-
tion of the HR 4048 bill into Con-
gress, which calls for a minimum 
of 100,000 jobs and paid appren-
ticeships for Gulf Coast residents 
to rebuild the areas obliterated by 
Hurricane Katrina. Much of the re-
building would include civic build-
ings such as schools, fi re stations 
and police stations. 
“Those basic things are still 
down,” Myers-Lipton said, “which is 
amazing almost two years later.”
Latu Tapaatoutai, a junior history 
major and member of the group since 
last semester, said she dedicated 12 
to 15 hours a week volunteering for 
the Gulf Coast cause. Tapaatoutai 
said she was still saddened that the 
effects of Hurricane Katrina were no 
longer a major subject in the media. 
“There’s not a lot of talk about 
it,” she said, “not even in the presi-
dential debates.”
In an e-mail, Tapaatoutai added, 
“In the realms of social action and 
producing change, we must also think 
of ‘what can we do next’ and ‘why.’”
Myers-Lipton said the long-term 
goal of the group was to get HR 4048 
passed within 100 days of the next 
presidency. He also said the group was 
looking forward to reaching out to 
both Democratic and Republican par-
ties, and, most importantly, to students 
who are looking to join the cause. 
“There is space for you to come 
and make history,” he said. 
Continued from Page 1
The SJSU women’s basketball 
team welcomed four new players 
who signed national letters of in-
tent on Wednesday, including two 
players named to California Com-
munity College All-State teams.
Kelly Blair from Cuesta Col-
lege in San Luis Obispo, Chasity 
Shavers from Tyler Junior Col-
lege in Texas, and San Joaquin 
Delta College teammates Ashley 
Brown and Shaunna Ridge inked 
their names. 
In 2008, Blair and Ridge were 
named to California Community 
College All-State second- and 
third-teams respectively.
Blair, who was also named 
Western State Conference Player of 
the Year, achieved a Cuesta-record 
23.8 points per game last season.
Ridge, a forward, and Brown, a 
guard, led Stockton’s San Joaquin 
Delta to a 30-7 record in 2008.
Shavers was honored as a fi rst-
team All-Region XIV selection in 
2008. The guard was the confer-
ence leader in 3-point percentage 
and averaged 10.4 points per game.
This was the fi rst group of 
signees for the Spartans since 
Nov. 26, when four players from 
California high schools agreed to 
national letters of intent during 
the in-season.
Those players were guards 
Monique Coble and Brittany 
Williams, forward Autumn Spikes 
and center Dominique Hamilton.
When the San Francisco Giants 
signed Barry Zito to what was the 
richest contract given to a pitcher in 
Major League Baseball history, he 
said he wanted to be the type of pitch-
er that a team could be built around.
That was a nice thought.
He seems like a pleasant guy. I’ve 
even heard the $126 million man play 
his guitar on sports radio personal-
ity Jim Rome’s show to the tune of 
“Together on the Sand” by one of my 
favorite bands, NOFX. 
What’s not so pleasant about Zito 
is that he posted a 7.53 ERA through 
his fi rst six starts, all of which he lost, 
and was supposed to be the ace of the 
Giants pitching staff.
When manager Bruce Bochy 
made Zito the opening-day starter on 
a team that includes Matt Cain and 
Tim Lincecum, he must have been go-
ing on how much money Zito makes 
rather than how much talent he has.
Of the fi ve starters on staff, Zito 
is the one who throws like a beer 
league softball player who can’t fi nd 
his location with an underhand lob. 
How can a former Cy Young Award 
winner be unable to throw a baseball 
over 85 mph? 
For the majority of his career, 
Zito could get away with not having 
a rocket arm because he had one of 
the best curveballs in the majors. 
In his fi rst spring training with 
the Giants in 2007, Zito showed up 
with a new delivery he’d been work-
ing on. Perhaps he’s had a hard time 
fi guring out how exactly that new 
delivery should feel.
Maybe the Giants front offi ce felt 
they had to give Zito $126 million af-
ter losing out on outfi elders Alfonso 
Soriano, Gary Matthews Jr. and Car-
los Lee to other teams in free agency.
And how can you blame a guy for 
saying yes to $126 million?
The Giants didn’t do the research 
they should have before they signed 
a guy who they aren’t getting any 
production from today.
Last week, Bochy made the call 
to pull Zito from the starting rota-
tion and send him to the bullpen so 
he could work out some kinks. 
The problem with the move is 
that it doesn’t really accomplish 
anything. You send this nice guy to 
the bullpen, which is fi nally in good 
shape, to do what — lob up slow pitch 
softballs in the late innings when the 
game is on the line? There’s nothing 
more the opposition would appreci-
ate than seeing a late-inning Zito. 
That said, thank you Kevin Corre-
ia for fi nding the 15-day disabled list 
so Zito could make another start on 
Wednesday — a game in which Zito 
gave up a home run to the Pirates’ 
Xavier Nady  — and was pulled after 
fi ve innings. It was his seventh loss 
of the season.
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Four new recruits  
sign with SJSU 
women’s basketball
Staff  Report
SPORTS COMMENTARY
Zito’s $126M act starts 0-7 
WAC TOURNAMENT: SJSU beats Utah State in first-round game 8-2
Wednesday’s results
No. 7  Utah State (L) 
No. 6  San Jose State (W)   
W - Mauer (13-15). L - Benson (13-22). Save - None. E - Hernandez, J; Fangonlio. 
2B - Reilly, Emil; Fangliono. 3B - Taylor. HR - McConnell. SH - Wagner. SB - Taylor; Sulay. 
CS - Tyecta, Shas. LOB - Utah State 7; SJSU 6.
101 204 X — 8  12  1
000 100 1 — 2   6   1
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Campus Voices
A.Q.
?
How much wood 
could a 
woodchuck 
chuck if a 
woodchuck could 
chuck wood?
But a woodchuck 
can’t chuck wood.
Have any zany    
story ideas?
www.thespartan-
daily.com
“I’m very close to my mom, 
so there’s really nothing 
that I wouldn’t tell her.” 
MARLEN VILLEGAS
junior, 21, fi nance
“My intimate encounters.”
BRANDON LIM
senior, 23, advertising
“I would never tell my 
mother how much I drink.” 
HENRY MORADO
 junior, 25, 
business management
“Maybe that I just had sex 
in her bed.” 
CHRIS CARTER
 junior, 22, theatre arts and 
political science
“Every time I told you 
I was at Danielle’s, I was 
shacking up with Jason.” 
MARY HART
senior, 21, justice studies
Keeping secrets from 
Mom is as old as dirt. We 
all have our share of fl ubs 
we hope our maternal 
fi gure will never fi nd out 
about. It’s a list we begin 
building upon conception.
As we reach college 
age, our secrets change. 
Gone are the innocuous 
little secrets involving 
say, setting the carpet on 
fi re, breaking a window 
with a rock or kicking the 
babysitter in the shins. 
No, college students’ 
secrets are a bit different.  
We’ve evolved from 
hoping Mother doesn’t 
fi nd out about the broken 
lamp to hoping she doesn’t 
discover our dirty little 
secrets, mostly involving 
copulation and debauchery.
And some of us, our 
survey unearthed, are so 
open with our moms that 
we don’t have any secrets.
SLACKLINING ALL THE RAGE AT INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
Ludwig Hil-
ger, an SJSU 
international 
student from 
Germany, 
majoring in 
geography, 
balances 
himself dur-
ing a session 
of slacklining. 
Hilger and his 
friends, who 
live in the 
International 
House, like to 
slackline as a 
hobby. They 
usually meet 
on weekends 
at 4 p.m. to 
practice.
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What would you never tell your mother?
Mother’s Day is one of those 
holidays that can never be ignored. 
It’s a time to show your utmost 
appreciation to the person you call 
“Mom.” What better way to do that 
than by giving her a gift she’ll never 
forget — one that she’ll actually 
appreciate? Forget the generic 
Hallmark card; take the time to show 
your mom how much you appreciate 
her by giving her something she can 
really use.
Handmade card: Moms love this 
kind of stuff. They love it when 
you put some time 
into making them 
something. It shows 
that you really do 
acknowledge what 
they’ve done for you, and you’re 
willing to put it down in words — 
your own words.
Personalized video 
message: Obviously 
some students will not 
be able to fl y or drive 
home this weekend to 
see their moms in person, 
but there is another option. Send her 
a special video message. Calling to 
say “Happy Mother’s Day” is nice, 
but she’ll really appreciate seeing 
your face. Just make sure whatever’s 
in the background does not involve 
all of the dirty clothes in your 
dorm room.
Spa day: Treat your 
mom to the ultimate 
feel-good day by 
sending her away to an 
amazing spa day. Or, 
even better, go with 
her. Not only will she be incredibly 
relaxed all day long, she will enjoy 
spending quality time with you.
Home-cooked meal: Surprise your 
mom by waking up 
early and cooking her 
a fabulous breakfast. 
Or, if you’re not 
excited about waking 
up early, volunteer to cook dinner. 
Whatever you decide to do, don’t let 
your mom lift a fi nger to help. It’s 
her day, and she shouldn’t have to do 
any work.
Do a big favor: Gas 
isn’t cheap these days, 
and one thing your 
mom might appreciate 
is if you steal her car 
for a couple hours, fi ll 
up her gas tank and take it through a 
car wash. It’s a gift idea that she will 
remember for weeks.
Combine the family: Instead of 
just getting a gift for your mom, 
plan a get-together 
with the whole family. 
There’s nothing Mom 
will enjoy more than 
seeing the whole gang 
together. It’s not like 
when you were younger and she 
needed a break from the hectic 
schedule. She’ll appreciate time with 
the whole family.
Something that 
glitters: Most moms 
wouldn’t turn down a 
pretty piece of jewelry, 
but moms are usually pretty good at 
spotting a thoughtless gift. It’s easy 
to go spend some money on a pretty 
necklace or bracelet, so if you’re 
going to do it, make sure to do some 
extra research about the exact kind 
of jewelry your mom likes. That way 
it won’t seem like a generic Mother’s 
Day gift.
Mixbook: There’s this 
cool little Web site called 
ixbook.com where you 
can create an entire 
photo album online and 
then get it printed and sent to your 
door. It’s like the scrapbooking of the 
future. No more cutting up paper and 
spending tons of money on printing 
photos. Everything is done with a 
few easy clicks of your mouse, and 
it’s completely personalized.
Digital picture frame: 
This is the gift that just 
keeps on giving. Your 
mom can put this little 
gadget on her desk at 
work or at home. You can load it with 
pictures of yourself and the family, and 
she can enjoy them all day long.
Chocolate and fl owers: It’s the 
classic choice that 
never gets old. 
It’s simply a no-
brainer. What mom 
doesn’t love this 
combination? Don’t, 
however, let this be your only gift 
to her. These should be used to 
complement whatever else you decide 
to do for her. 
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10 Mother’s Day gifts that beat a Hallmark card
By CODY HAUETER
Senior Staff  Writer
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 Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876 
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment 
with day & evening shifts for 
responsible & energetic peo-
ple. Apply in person 2:30 to 
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located 
in San Pedro Square 
DAYCARE  
TEACHERS AND 
AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Pre-
school Teachers and Aides. 
F/ T and P/ T positions avail-
able. Substitute positions are 
also available that offer fl exible 
hours. ECE units are required 
for teacher positions but not 
req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. 
Please call Shawna for an in-
terview at 247-6972 or fax re-
sume to 248-7350.
UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL 
800-722-4791
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo 
Alto. Up to $1100/ month. 
MEN wanted for California 
Cryobank’s sperm donor pro-
gram. APPLY ONLINE: www. 
SPERMBANK.com
SUMMER OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annu-
ally 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
San Jose 408.866-1100 
Antioch 925.755-9880 
Fremont 510.790-2100 
Gilroy 408.686-0556 
Marin Cty 415.479-7734 
Monterey 831.372-1771 
Mtn View 650.940-9400 
Oakland 510.251-9002 
San Frnsco 415.239-9520 
San Mateo 650.940-9400
Santa Cruz 831.425-1977
Santa Rosa 707.586-1636
Walnut Crk 925.939-4636
 50 locations in California. For 
locations outside the Bay Area, 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
HOUSING
SJSU
INTERNATIONAL   HOUSE 
*One block to campus 
*US & Internat’l students 
*Safe, Friendly, Homelike 
*Intercultural Experience 
*Computer Lab/ Study Room 
*Student Kitchen 
*Wireless Internet Access 
*Assigned Parking (fee) 
*One semester contract.
 Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street, 
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ ihouse
SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown 
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2 
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th 
Street #125. 408-286-2060
 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Bring this AD for 10% OFF 
(408)469-5999 
WANTED
TUTOR 
FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL 
STUDENT
Tutor wanted for High School 
Sophomore for 2008-2009 
Academic Year, starting in Au-
gust 2008. Needed 5 days per 
week: Monday through Thurs-
day; and Saturday or Sunday 
afternoons. Flat weekly rate 
guaranteed. Need good stu-
dent who is very reliable. Call 
(408) 629-0697.
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces. 
A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not 
intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any 
guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may 
refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified 
readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete 
information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully 
investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
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forum answering the audience’s 
questions, ranging from the budget 
and faculty startup packages to di-
versity on campus.
Whitmore said he was not fully 
informed on the budget and cultural 
diversity of SJSU, but he answered 
questions on the topic with examples 
of actions taken during his previous 
university tenures.
During the forum, members of 
the campus community, mainly fac-
ulty and staff, asked questions to the 
presidential candidate. The lack of 
student presence was apparent in the 
packed auditorium. 
Even though only a few students 
were present, some questions that were 
asked affected everyone on campus.
A member of the audience asked 
Whitmore to explain his philosophy 
on international studies and the di-
versity of students on campus. 
He responded by acknowledging 
that in his former position at Texas 
Tech University, he emphasized the 
importance of building programs 
that increase diversity and also help-
ing “not as well-off” students fi nd 
the means to study abroad.
Whitmore was asked about the 
importance of athletics and academ-
ics, and he said it was normal for 
sports to be held in high importance at 
his previous universities, being 
that both the University of Iowa 
and Texas Tech have successful 
football programs.
Members of the local me-
dia asked Whitmore about being 
named as a candidate for the open 
chancellor position at Louisiana 
State University.
“I have never applied to the 
position of the LSU chancellor-
ship,” Whitmore said. “Somebody 
sent them my curriculum vitae … 
(SJSU) is the one that we are inter-
ested in, and we are focusing on it at 
this time.”
In his statements, Whitmore 
used the term “we,” referring to him 
and his wife Jennifer, whom he de-
scribed as his life partner.
He said he saw the campus as a 
rare place.
“I think this is a unique commu-
nity, a very diverse community, a 
very well-educated community.”
While visiting SJSU, Whitmore 
was able to tour the campus and remi-
nisce about his past time in California. 
“I have not been on the campus 
(before),” he said. “I had done re-
search at Stanford and at Berkeley, 
and I spent a summer in San Fran-
cisco, and I have a Ph.D. from UC 
Santa Barbara, so I spent a lot of 
time there, and I know California. 
I am not surprised at all that it is a 
great campus.”
JON ‘I know California’  
Continued from Page 1
Jon Whitmore (right) listens to SJSU staﬀ  and community 
members after giving his pitch.
ANNE RIGOR / SPARTAN DAILY
OCHOA Helped create study abroad program
very organized,” Abraham said. “He 
tried to keep the college moving in the 
right direction.”
Abraham also said Ochoa encour-
aged international programs at the 
university. 
According to his curricu-
lum vitae, Ochoa developed aca-
demic and exchange programs in 
London; Ho Chi Minh City, Viet-
nam; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; and 
Blumenau, Brazil. 
Ochoa also spent time at Cal 
State Los Angeles and Fresno State. 
He was a lecturer at Fresno State. 
At Cal State Los Angeles, Ochoa 
was a professor in the department 
of economics and statistics. He re-
ceived a Faculty Enrichment Award 
at the university in 1985, accord-
ing to the curriculum vitae. He later 
became the chair of the department 
and served as the acting dean of the 
School of Business and Economics 
from 1996 to 1997.
Before his time in the CSU system, 
Ochoa was an instructor the State 
University of New York, College at 
Old Westbury. He has also worked as 
a consultant and an engineer.
Continued from Page 1
Your article regarding the visit of presidential 
candidate Elizabeth Grobsmith was extremely 
poor journalism. The article was labeled as a “com-
mentary,” and the headline certainly suggested that 
an editorial was forthcoming. However, the article 
that accompanied it contained no editorial com-
mentary, nor did it contain any evidence whatsoever 
that Grobsmith “lacked a focus on students.” To the 
contrary, the article discussed her desire to improve 
undergraduate advising and to do other things to 
improve the lives of students. So I am wondering 
how you reached the conclusion that she lacked a 
focus on students. It seems like you merely invented 
it out of thin air.
Furthermore, the articled noted that not a single 
undergraduate student bothered to attend the open 
forum for this candidate. Rather than criticize 
Grobsmith for her lack of focus on students, you 
should have criticized the students for their “lack of 
focus” on the selection of our new president.
In the future, your editorials should be confi ned to 
the editorial page. More importantly, your conclusions 
should have some basis in reality, rather than merely 
being invented by the editorial staff.
-James Brent 
professor and chair, department of political science
Dear Elizabeth Grobsmith, Jon Whit-
more and Eduardo Ochoa: 
Welcome to SJSU. I hope you have 
enjoyed your visits this week. One of you 
will, we assume, be the next president of 
this university. 
I am graduating in two weeks, so 
I won’t be here to see how things turn 
out. But I am still concerned about who 
the president is going to be. Plus, I have 
learned a few things during my fi ve 
years on this campus. Maybe I can share 
some things that will help you adjust to 
life at SJSU. 
The new president will be the key fi gure 
in maintaining the image and perception 
of the university. He or she needs to be 
able to keep the institution on track so 
that SJSU remains a quality university. 
Of course, the better the university is, the 
better the education section of my resume 
will look to future employers. In other 
words, I am counting on one of you to 
help me get a good job in the future.  
One of the obvious concerns the SJSU 
community has right now is about the 
search for a new president — not just 
who the new president is going to be, but 
also how the search itself will go. 
The last time we needed a new 
president, the whole thing collapsed and 
none of the fi nalists were selected. That 
led to another search, after which Paul 
Yu was selected to lead the university. 
But things fell apart once again when 
Yu abruptly left after only two weeks on 
the job — we trust that this isn’t going to 
happen again with one of you. 
Luckily, Don Kassing was around to 
take the reins. Although he has made some 
mistakes during his tenure (like banning 
blood drives), he can be credited with 
saving the football program, overseeing 
the completion of major construction 
projects and fostering our close relationship 
with the city. You will have big shoes to 
fi ll, so please continue to build on Kassing’s 
success in all of these areas. 
I am not a huge sports fan, and honestly 
have not been to many sporting events, 
but I still believe that sports — especially 
football, baseball and basketball — are 
important to the university. Just a few 
years ago, people were calling on SJSU 
to abandon its football program. Kassing 
came in, hired Tom Bowen and Dick 
Tomey, and we even won a bowl game. 
We are counting on you to be the cheer-
leader-in-chief for our sports teams. 
The SJSU campus itself has im-
proved dramatically in the past couple 
of years. When I became a Spartan in 
2001, the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library was under construction and there 
were still three ugly brick buildings where 
Campus Village now stands. We need a 
president who will continue to aggres-
sively build and improve our campus.
Our little group of city blocks is an 
attractive oasis in the middle of down-
town, but we need a new science building 
and an additional parking garage, just to 
name a few things. 
We have also enjoyed a strong relation-
ship between the city and the university. 
Kassing has been a strong advocate for the 
university and has fostered connections 
with Mayor Reed and other community 
leaders. There are still areas for more 
collaboration, especially to improve the 
South Campus area. 
One of the things we have especially 
enjoyed under Kassing’s lead has been 
his openness with the school media. He 
met with the Spartan Daily every month 
so reporters could ask him questions, and 
he has gotten to know some of us person-
ally. He was also willing to let us try new 
things, such as doing a live video and a 
live blog of these media conferences for 
theSpartanDaily.com. This openness is 
important for the entire university, as the 
media keep the students informed about 
what you are doing and why. They will 
also try to keep you up to date on how the 
students feel about your decisions. 
Another major source of pride for our 
campus is our great diversity. In fact, as 
a white male, I am a minority here. And 
although diversity is a major source of 
our strength as a university, it isn’t a big 
deal. We enjoy the diversity of the peo-
ple here; we learn from each other and 
work together. We don’t always agree on 
everything, but we get along. We need to be 
sure the next president understands our vari-
ety as well as our common traits. He or she 
needs to be able to build on these strengths. 
Now for some specifi c concerns for 
each of you: 
Elizabeth Grobsmith: I am a little wor-
ried about your history with the student 
newspaper at Northern Arizona Univer-
sity. Of course, you should feel free to 
disagree with views expressed in the paper, 
and the adviser there said you did not 
censor them. But please don’t think that 
the media will let you infl uence them in 
any way. As long as you are accessible to 
them, the reporters should be kind to you 
or whoever the president is. Of course, if 
you mess up, they will call you on it, but 
they should treat you with respect just as 
the Daily has with Kassing. Just don’t try 
to control them. 
Jon Whitmore: I’m a little nervous 
about your track record in Texas. If you 
resigned from your position there because 
they wanted to make the school bigger, 
why do you think you will do well at a 
larger university like SJSU? 
Eduardo Ochoa: You are the only 
candidate we have not heard from in person 
yet. That will happen today. But I am a 
little puzzled over how you ended up in 
the running. Currently, you are the pro-
vost at Sonoma State, which means that 
your boss, the president of Sonoma State, 
is on the search committee for our new 
president. You might be a good candidate 
based on your qualifi cations, but that 
association raises some questions. Even 
if there is no funny business, just the 
appearance of a confl ict of interest should 
be avoided. 
All of you seem like outstanding 
people and have good qualifi cations to 
be our next president. Actually, I think 
the choice will be a decision of who is 
the best among three excellent options. 
Just keep your focus on the students and 
improving our experience on this campus 
and you’ll be fi ne. 
Sincerely, 
Kyle Hansen 
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 “I’m staying in 
this race 
until there 
is a nominee, 
and obviously 
I’m going to work 
as hard as I can 
to become 
that nominee.”
SEN. HILLARY CLINTON
Daily
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
Said Wednesday after an event 
in Shepherdstown, W. Va.
thespartandaily.com online poll
Should non-motorized vehicles be banned on campus? 
Results will be published Tuesday.
Four years ago, the night before my 6 
a.m. one-way fl ight to California, sweet 
sleep ruined my friends’ plan to spend the 
last hours together before I left the coun-
try not to return until the following sum-
mer — their eyes closed drifting into their 
dreams. So I sat watching them, wide-eyed, 
with absolutely nothing running through 
my mind except for the sound of the tick-
ing clock.
I didn’t know what to expect of the 
new space I was about to enter. California 
sounded nothing like Amman, Jordan. It 
sounded cool as far as I knew.
But nothing was cool about the fi rst few 
months. 
Before I learned to love the trees and 
the open-space gallery of hanging, fl uffy 
clouds, I wished I’d stopped thinking so 
much about home.
That phase wore itself out, though, and 
the English language followed nature in 
becoming my new exploratory venue. 
I loved living my days in a new language as 
though it was a new pair of jeans I was wear-
ing on a date. Those jeans weren’t just sitting 
in my closet; I was actually wearing them.
And as my infatuation with English 
elevated, Professor Susan Schulter came 
along. 
I had taken a class called Creative Writing 
at West Valley Community College, oblivious 
to the fact that creative meant much more 
than metaphors and similes. Creative writing, 
I came to learn, wasn’t only about language 
that sounded good.
Schulter walked into class the fi rst day of 
instruction with her pitch-black dog by her 
side. Tramp was a beautiful pet, but he was 
more so an extension of her impotent eyes. 
Schulter was blind.
With a wide, cheerful smile and gestures 
that communicated better than words, 
Schulter welcomed and introduced us 
to her class. The course that she had put 
together emphasized English writing and 
disability studies.
One day an argument developed between 
two students when one of them said: “Well 
yes, I understand, but this can go on forever. 
It’s like looking into two mirrors facing each 
other. This discussion will never end.”
Schulter clapped her hands and held her 
arms close to her chest with a gesture of 
amusement. She said: “Wow, how amaz-
ing would that be, looking into two mirrors 
facing each other? How I would love to 
experience that! It is like looking into 
infi nity, isn’t it?”
Her enthusiasm toward something 
I, along with the rest of the students, 
thought ordinary thrilled me. I thought of 
other things we miss in our daily lives and 
imagined how fulfi lling it was to appreciate 
every little thing we encountered. For her, 
words quenched her thirsty imagination, 
and I wanted to experience that.
Perhaps by then, I thought I had already 
obtained a well-developed comfort in 
expressing myself in English, but Schulter 
brought a new depth that I hadn’t fathomed 
before. We looked into literature, fairy tales, 
short stories that had disabled characters 
and analyzed the perception of disability in 
the words of writers and scholars.
That night when anxiousness had turned 
into insomnia, I didn’t know that not only 
would my surroundings change, but the 
people whom I was about to meet on the 
other side of the world would change my 
life. 
But with Schulter and her class, it 
wasn’t about living in America, or about 
being away from my home that enabled 
me to open my eyes to something of which 
I was unaware. It was about coming across 
a person who allowed me to imagine 
living in a world of blackness, free of a 
blinded heart.
Next university president; 
don’t mess up
Fourteen weeks ago, I started writing a column, 
and gay came out. “Sex in the City” meets “This 
American Life” with a gay twist — that’s how 
I pitched it. 
Staff bought it, and in 74 years of the Spar-
tan Daily, it’s the fi rst editor’s column to have a 
recurring gay theme. In the 23 years of my life, 
it’s the fi rst time being gay has been so exhausting. 
Media organizations suck, and over the last 40 
years, they’ve failed at casting an accurate light 
on gay character. We still carry with us the scars 
leftover from the ignorant times of McCarthyism, 
police entrapment and the outbreak of AIDS. 
Still comes the occasional skew of reality 
when discussing issues such as gay marriage, but 
as we continue our integration into mainstream 
culture, it seems that the media are slowly com-
ing around.
My executive editor, Kevin Rand, for example, 
recently told me just how not-a-big-deal it’s been 
to publish a gay column. 
“I was fi ne with it in the beginning, and I’m 
fi ne with it now in the end,” he said. “You didn’t 
cross any lines. I don’t think there’s anything 
inappropriate about a gay column at all.”
When I chose to exchange with SJSU this 
year, it was, in part, because of its proximity to 
San Francisco, the gay mecca on this side of the 
nation. But what was supposed to be an explo-
ration of pure and utter Californication evolved 
into much more of a curious pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land of my people.
This city boasts gay role models like Mark 
Patrosso, Silicon Valley’s gay Republican pit 
bull; John Lamantia, of San Jose’s social elite; 
Wiggsy Sivertsen, the powerhouse behind South 
Bay gay political activism; Seth Hodge, our 
modern-day Rosa Parks; and Troy May, the ON 
magazine publisher who puts it all in print.
When the gay community made some of 
its grandest national headlines over the last 40 
years, these were the faces behind the stories. 
These were the people and their friends who 
paved the way. 
Whether it took marches, protests, fundraisers, 
checks, letters, grievances or just their mere pres-
ence, these heroes have fought for all the rights 
that we, as a community, enjoy today: the right 
to have sex, the right to commit ourselves to one 
another, the right to raise a family. Battle by bat-
tle, they were fi ghting a war that still rages today 
for the right just to love. 
Now, we, the second generation of gays in our 
modern world, are lucky to have these people to 
look to and their examples to emulate, because in 
their day, they had no such luxury.
We have freedoms now, half-assed freedoms 
like “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and civil unions. 
They’ve appeased us. They’ve quieted us down, 
and some of us have thought, “Good enough.” 
It’s so easy now, isn’t it, to get complacent 
about our status, to just stick to our circle, be 
chameleons, blend in? 
No. That’s not OK. Good enough is not good 
enough.
When the president of our university takes a stand 
against federally institutionalized homophobia, 
we need to rally behind him. 
While our university enters the most preliminary 
stages of planning a million-dollar campus queer 
center, our voices need to be heard.
And if we want administration to purchase 
$10 unisex bathroom signs for the less than 20 
single-occupant bathrooms on campus, our voices 
need to be loud.
You have to talk about it, and you have to say 
it. You have to say it out loud, and everyone has 
to listen, because any kind of love is fi ne. It’s the 
hate you have to watch.
And if they don’t want to go there, we’ll take 
them there, because “there” is real, and 10 percent of 
the world’s population has pitched a tent — there.
“If I don’t ‘go there,’ then it’s like I was never 
there at all,” comedian Margaret Cho once said. 
“If we all got together and had this big too-much-
information, go-there voice, if we just went and 
did it, that would equal power, and that power 
would equal change, and that change would 
equal a revolution.”
The gay bar is worth a shot. Gay blood is not 
bad blood. Different is not wrong.
Seeing in a new language 
Goodbye, 
but don’t give 
up the fi ght
Letter to the editor
Article on Grobsmith misleading
The comment below refers to Lindsay Bryant’s news 
commentary “Grobsmith lacked focus on students” from May 7.
MICHAEL RIZZO
This Queer Life
KYLE HANSEN
Fighting Insanity
By DINA BASLAN
Staff  Writer
This is the last appearance of “This Queer 
Life.” Michael Rizzo is the Spartan Daily 
project manager.
This is the last appearance of 
“Fighting Insanity.” Kyle Hansen is 
the editor of theSpartanDaily.com.
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and professor of theater at Texas Tech 
University, which has a student popula-
tion that closely mirrors SJSU’s. This 
could be a refl ection of Whitmore’s 
management skills.
He is the only fi nalist who has ex-
perience as a president of a university. 
This gives him a bit of an edge over 
the two other candidates. Eduardo 
Ochoa and Grobsmith are both cur-
rently provosts and vice presidents 
for academic affairs at their respec-
tive universities.
Louisiana State University is also 
considering Whitmore for a chancel-
lor position. When audience members 
brought it up, Whitmore said he never 
submitted an application and he’s never 
talked to any of those concerned. 
He remained tight-lipped about the 
issue. Perhaps he was worried he didn’t 
present a foolproof case that would 
quell the doubts some SJSU faculty 
and students have about his commit-
ment to the position, which has had 
trouble being fi lled in the past. 
While he doesn’t have a history of 
being a runaway president, Whitmore 
did turn in his resignation from his cur-
rent position at Texas Tech after the 
university was on accreditation proba-
tion. He is leaving Texas Tech because, 
as he said, he fi nished the fi ve-year 
agenda he set for the university. 
The quality of the people at an in-
stitution is the quality of the institution, 
Whitmore said. 
He discussed on his record for deal-
ing with academic problems some 
athletes faced. He referred back to his 
other workplaces, such as Texas Tech 
and West Virginia University, which 
are big on athletics.
He said the athletes at Texas Tech 
are in the top ten in terms of gradua-
tion success, which is a factor in alumni 
donations. In light of the budget cuts, 
fundraising skills may be helpful for 
the incoming SJSU president. Whit-
more said he worked at two universi-
ties where he helped raise $1 billion. 
Some people in SJSU Athletics 
could have reservations about whether 
Whitmore was responsible for that, 
seeing as his specialty is theater.
I’m not afraid to ask somebody for 
help, he said.
It was signifi cant to bring that up, 
however, because the SJSU football, 
men’s cross country and soccer teams 
all scored less than 900 in two con-
secutive NCAA’s academic progress 
reports, according to a May 6 article on 
the ESPN Web site. If those teams were 
to produce a third set of low scores, 
they would strike out for postseason 
competitions.
His actions clash with his words, 
however, since he created 43 open 
faculty positions, in addition to giving 
raises as part of his agenda, according 
to the Texas Tech Web site.
He has produced 27 endowed 
chairs, said Judith Lessow-Hurley, 
chair of the Academic Senate who 
introduced the presidential candi-
date. Whitmore said he’s had expe-
rience working with faculty unions, 
referring to his time at the State Uni-
versity of New York at Buffalo.
Whitmore made a smart decision in 
bringing up the fact that he hasn’t only 
served at universities in Texas, but at 
the State University of Buffalo and the 
University of Iowa as well.
He spoke to the diversity of the 
campus by acknowledging the impor-
tance of study abroad programs and in-
creasing the recruitment number of stu-
dents who are minorities. He conceded 
that Texas Tech hadn’t accomplished 
his goal of improving the recruitment 
process until later.
Continued from Page 1
COMMENT Fundraising may be tested
SJSU’s biology department 
was granted $1.3 million from the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, 
according to a news release. 
The institute is giving a total of 
$60 million to 48 schools nationwide 
to help them create changes in sci-
ence education.
Julio Soto, associate professor 
of biology and science education, 
applied for and will oversee the use 
of the grant.
“This wasn’t open to every 
school,” Soto said. “You had to be 
invited and then apply.”
He said President Kassing re-
ceived the invitation from the How-
ard Hughes Medical Institute last 
spring and asked the biology faculty 
who would like to respond.
“I said I’d do it, and from June 
through October we were working 
on the proposal,” Soto said.
Susan Lambrecht, a professor of 
biology who worked closely with 
Soto on the grant, said SJSU attempt-
ed to earn a Howard Hughes grant 
several times over the past 20 years.
“I’m really excited to be part of a 
time when it’s being funded here,” she 
said. “They’re really diffi cult to get.”
Soto said the grant would be di-
vided up for many different purposes 
within the biology department.
“First, the funds will be used to re-
structure the biology core sequence,” 
he said.
The freshmen biology major 
courses currently include a three-se-
mester core, which Lambrecht said 
the department wants to convert into 
two semesters.
“But it’s not just pulling out 
subject matter to make it shorter,” 
she said. “It’s making it more 
inquiry-based.”
Lambrecht said this means the 
courses will be reorganized so stu-
dents will design their own experi-
ments and test their own hypotheses 
rather than follow a lab manual.
Soto said the current core sequence 
is outdated and the new structure 
will refl ect what’s going on today. 
More research-based learning 
means there will be a need for new 
equipment, he added.
Soto said funds from the grant 
will be used to purchase fi eld-
work equipment such as GPS units, 
laptops and instruments for measur-
ing photosynthesis.
Some of the funding will be al-
located to bring on a new professor, 
who Soto said would be expensive 
to employee.
“We are also hiring a new faculty 
member to specialize in two areas: 
bioinformatics and conservation is-
sues,” Soto said.
The funding will be used to help 
two other groups of students — 
transfers and those going on to 
graduate school.
“We are also going to create a 
component for transfer students,” 
Soto said. “Most of our transfers 
come from De Anza, so we are going 
to have a summer class focusing on 
conservation.”
Lambrecht said some of the 
grant would be set aside to create a 
program for helping students apply 
for graduate school.
The grant can be renewed after a 
four-year period.
“If we do a goood job,” he said.
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Biology department grant allows for restructuring 
The SJSU supporters of 
the blood drive 
suspension can only 
hope Whitmore is a 
man of his word.
